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UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director, Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Volume 2 September, 1931 Number 9 


Contents of the September Bulletin. 


The tables contained in the current bulletin reflect the number of 
offenses known to the various police departments as submitted to the 
Bureau of Investigation for the month of September. Table I sets 
forth the offenses as reported by urban police departments, Table I-A 
those furnished by counties, possessions, and others. Tables II and 
I-A contain the reports of months previous to September submitted 
since the August issue of the bulletin. Revised returns, which are 
those published previously but in which adjustments have been made, 
are shown in Table II-B. 

Tables are also published showing the extent of the population area 
and the number of current and supplementary returns received for 
1931. Other tables indicate the average daily number of offenses and 
the per cent of each offense class to the whole number reported. 

The Department of Justice does not vouch for the accuracy of the 
reports sent in by chiefs of police in different cities. They are given 
out as current information which possibly may throw some light on 
problems of crime and criminal |aw enforcement. 

The term ‘‘Offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as Part I classes of the Uniform Classification 
occurring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known 
to the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prose- 
cuting or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the 
following group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience 
to be those most generally and completely reported to the police: 
Felonious homicide, including (a) ranplee, nonnegligent manslaughter 
and (6) manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; aggravat 
assault; burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft, including 
(¢) thefts of $50 and over and (6) thefts of under $50; and auto theft. 

e figures contained herein include also the number of attempted 
crimes of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are 
reported as aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted bur- 
glary or robbery, for example, is reported in the monthly bulletin in 
the same manner as if the crime had been completed. 

“Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 


_ Offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
' ments of contributing cities, and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 


Population Table. 


The number of cities which at any time during the year 1931 
have contributed returns of offenses known to the police to the Bureau 
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of Investigation reached 1,422 in September. The population repre- 
sented by those cities is 50,178,352. This, of course, is exclusive of 
returns received from county and other jurisdictions. Returns were 
also reéeived from a number of counties in the various States, State 
police in several jurisdictions, the third division of Alaska, Canal Zone, 
and Porto Rico. Supplementary returns were forwarded from various 
other possessions. the following table are shown the number and 
per cent of the cities and the number and per cent of the population 
of those cities of more than 10,000 inhabitants from which returns 
have been received for any one month of 1931. The figures are based 
on the 1930 census. In addition to those listed in the table there are 
667 cities of an aggregate population of 3,705,940 which also contrib- 
uted returns at some time during the current year. The population 
ie by the returns from counties and others is not included in 
this table. 


Population groups 


The above table does not include 667 cities of a tion less than 10,000, aggregating a total of 3,705,040, 
from which returns were received for 1931. way ” 


1,245 Cities Contributed Returns for September. 


During the month of September the Bureau of Investigation re- 
ceived 1,245 returns from the various police departments, including 
36 cities which previously had never submitted crime statistics. In 
the table which follows are shown the number of returns received by 
States and published currently during 1931. Supplementary returns 
are not included in this tabulation. 


Number of current returns published monthly, 1931 
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Total published returns, including supplementaries, 1931—Continued 
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Average Daily Offenses. 

The daily average of the number of offenses known of the desig- 
nated classes, as reflected ip the following table, is based upon the 
figures submitted by 1,127 cities which contributed both in August 
and September. Due allowance was made for the variance in the 
number of days in each of the foregoing months. 


Daily average, 1,127 miscellaneous cities 
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August, 1931 b 3 . 142.6 | 620. 
September, . ; 150. 1 


The next table of daily averages is based upon figures submitted by 
1,054 cities each having a population of less than 100,000 which con- 
tributed returns both in August and September. 


Daily average, 1,054 cities less than 100,000 population 


Fr i homi- Larceny—theft 
Bur- 


Agegra- | @8ry— 
Rob- vated 


Murder, Man- | Ra 
: r assault a Bs $50 and | Under 
ing $50 


August, 1931..........| 672.9 
September, 1931 673.5 





e Boeeeeeue 


5 


" The next table of daily averages is based upon submitted 
by 73 cities each of a population of 100,000 or more which contributed 
returns both in August and September. 


Daily average, 73 cities 100,000 population and over 
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August, 1931_......... 1, 150. 
September, 1931 


Percentage Table of Part I Offenses. 

The per cent of each offense class to the whole for 1931 is shown by 
months in the following table. These figures, however, are not in- 
tended to indicate crime trends for the particular period but merely 
reflect the per cent of each class of the designated crimes to the whole 
group for the various months. The figures are based on the total 
number of offenses reported by all contributing cities, exclusive of 
obviously defective and incomplete returns. 


Per cent of offenses known, 1931 
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Instructions for Reporting Robbery, Burglary, and Larceny—Theft. 

The attention of contributors is invited to the fact that according to 
the Uniform Classification of Offenses the wrongful taking of property 
or the attempt at such a taking may, as indicated on the monthly 
return A, fall into one of three classes, namely, robbery, burglary— 
breaking or entering, or larceny—theft. In ae such offenses 
three fundamental principles should be borne in mind: 


1. The distinction between the offenses of robbery, burglary— 
breaking or entering and larceny—theft. __ 

2. No single offense should be reported twice as both a robbery and 
a poser halt, or both a burglary—breaking or entering and a lar- 
ceny—theft. 

3. The division of offenses of larceny—theft into those involving 
property valued at $50 and over and property valued at less than $50. 
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The manual, Uniform Crime Reporting, in sections 209 to 210 and 
213 to 222, inclusive, contains a thorough and complete discussion of 
the rules relating to the reporting of these three offenses. The defini- 
tions, according to the Uniform Classification of Offenses, may be 
briefly stated as follows: 

A. Robbery is the taking or attempted tne of property from the 
person or presence of another through the use of threat or force. 

. Burglary—breaking or entering—is the breaking or entering any 
building or the attempt to do so with the intent to commit a felony or 
any larceny therein. 

C. Larceny—theft is the felonious stealing or taking, other than 
by force from the person, or the attempt to do so, the personal prop- 
erty of another with the intent to deprive him of his ownership. 

it should be observed, therefore, that the taking of another’s pro 
erty under circumstances coming within the above definitions will f 
into one of these three classes, and accordingly no single offense should 
be reported under two different groups. Likewise it should be noted 
that larceny—thefts should be reported according to the amount of 
money or property stolen, the determining factor being whether it be 
over or under $50 in value. 


TaBiE I.—Number of offenses known to the police, September, 1931 
[Arranged according to the Uniform Classification of Offenses, Part I] 
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TasLe I.—Number of offenses known to the police, September, 1931—Continued 


Felonious homicide 
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September, 1931—Continued 
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TaBiE I.—Number of offenses known to the police, September, 1931—Continued 
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“Tania I.—Number of offenses known to the police, September, 1931—Continued 





Felonious homicide 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, September, 1931—Continued 


Felonious homicide 
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Tasie I.—Number of offenses known to the police, September, 1981—Continued 


State and city 
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Pain I.—Number of offenses known. to the police 





a a ewe TT ee ree Tere ae 


SOSCARA REA zzz Oe 


ee een ce wen| seen sweses (seen oom 


VERMONT 


State and city 
TEXAS 


i 
5 
3 
2 
i 
> 
: 
2 
I 
3 
es 


Abilens......--.--.-------- 
Coleman......------.------ 








il 
TOO feaseee 


PRASSS 


3B loc ccnescediae 


31 |. 





tkinson. ..+......... 


WEST VIRGINIA 


PE esckssoksanoncclse 


State and city 
News........-. 


< 


! 


8 
3 


Waynesboro............... 
OOO. .< nccccccccescnes 


N 
or 
Norton........ 


3 
: 
i 
i 
> 
; 
z 
i 
a 
é 





State and city 


5 EF 





Logai 
Doug 
Btate 
Rook 
Balti 
Ogen 
Bs 

( 
Aitki 
E 
Mel 
Milk 
Nob 
Otte 
Pr 
Rice 
Rose 
8.1 
Bible 
Btee 
Bw 
Was 
Was 
Wat 
1) 


proba sa 


AEE SEE: LR TT ET 





27 





ARIZONA 


— om ers Beet fle 





MINNESOTA COUNTIES 
(Exclusive of cities) 











28 


‘Taste I-A—County and other reports of known offenses, September, 1931—Con, 


Jurisdiction reporting 
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0nIO COUNTIES—continued 
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Tasip II.—Supplementary returns of offenses known to the police 


JANUARY, 1931 
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APRIL, 1931 
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TABLE IIl.—Supplementary returns of offenses known to the police—Continued 


Larceny— 
Felonious homicide theft 
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MAY, 1931—Continued 
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TaBLe I1.—Supplementary returns of offenses known to the police—Continued 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns of offenses known to the police—Continued 


State and city 


AUGUST, 1931—Con. 
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Jurisdiction reporting 


JUNE, 1931 
OHIO 





Preble County 
AUGUST, 1931 


MINNESOTA COUNTIES 
(Exclusive of cities) 


OHIO COUNTIES 
(Exclusive of cities) 


UTAH COUNTIES 
(Exclusive of cities) 


UNITED STATES POSSESSIONS 
Alaska: Valdez, third di- 
visio 
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Tasue II-B.—Returns for previous months revised 


State and city 


JANUARY, 1931 
PENNSYLVANIA 


FEBRUARY, 1931 
MICHIGAN 


MARCH, 1931 
MICHIGAN 


APRIL, 1931 
PENNSYLVANIA 


MAY, 1931 
MICHIGAN 


JUNE, 1931 
PENNSYLVANIA 


1 Not classified; included in total. 











1 Previously published as Stockton. 
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TaBLe IJ-B.—Returns for previous months revised—Continued 


State and city 


AUGUST, 1931—Con. 
MASSACHUSETTS 











1 Not classified; included in total. 








